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The CHEMSEA project, which comprises 11 research institutes from six Baltic Sea states, 
wishes to highlight the following items based on two years of research on chemical warfare 
agents (CWA) in the Baltic Sea: 
 

 Detailed surveys of the well-known Gotland Deep dumpsite, the Gdańsk Deep, and along 
the post-war transport routes revealed a previously unknown extent of dumped munitions 
containing CWA. Modelled and measured bottom currents and their directions show that 
sediments polluted by CWA degradation products can be transported outside of the 
dumpsites, thus creating diffuse sources of contaminants to the neighbouring areas.  

 

 Studies on the possible impacts of CWA and their degradation products on Baltic Sea 
biota show negative health impacts on tested marine organisms in the vicinity of 
dumpsite areas, especially at Bornholm Deep. The observed effects include changes in 
disease prevalence, genotoxicity, and more alterations on cell and tissue levels 
compared to the reference site. It is nevertheless still not possible to definitively conclude 
that these effects are caused by CWA exposure. Further studies are currently being 
performed. 

 

 Although established national contingency procedures and plans for dealing with 
chemical munition incidents exist, no transboundary response plans that clearly clarify 
responsibilities among and within the Baltic Sea states are currently in place. 

 

 Awareness of risks and emergency procedures among fishermen and other potentially 
affected groups on encounters with chemical munitions are generally low. 
 

 Regulations for the management of dredged sediments do not specifically mention CWA 
degradation products as a factor to be examined during identification of hazardous 
waste.  

 
CHEMSEA proposes the following: 
 

 HELCOM takes into consideration to formally recognize the probability of further 
encounters with objects containing CWA in areas surrounding the Bornholm Basin 
dumpsite, the Gotland Deep dumpsite, the Little Belt area, the Gdańsk Deep, and along 
the transport routes from Wolgast Harbour as potential hazards. 

 

 HELCOM member states consider to officially recognize that CWA degradation products 
exist as contaminants in the Baltic Sea marine environment, with multiple diffuse sources 
located on the seabed. 

 

 HELCOM RESPONSE Group is requested to draw attention to the current discrepancies 
in national procedures and systems of compensation regarding CWA incidents, and the 
absence of an adequate transboundary dimension in the existing contingency plans. 
 

 CHEMSEA fully supports the suggestion of HELCOM MUNI to create a database of 
incidents and reporting system run by the HELCOM Secretariat, using a jointly developed 
system (CHEMSEA/MUNI). 

 
 Baltic Sea states are encouraged to include training of emergency procedures in case of 

accidental recovery of chemical munitions as part of mandatory trainings for fishermen 
and other groups potentially under risk when operating in the Baltic Sea region. 


